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Sociology 201:

26. Overview of Data Analysis
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Recall purposes of research

• Description
• Explanation
• Will spend the rest of class doing some 

analyses together
• First, let’s play critical thinking
• Here are some tidbits from the media.
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52%   70%   Which?  Watch your assumptions.  
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                                   Credits    Total        Percent
                Number       each      credits       credits
Full-time     48               9          432             73

Part-time     52               3          156             27
                                                   588           100%

The two statements are not incompatible
    (hypothetical data)
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Work in groups on this

• You pick dependent 
variables

• Then see if you can 
guess what would 
cause it

• We’ll check your 
hypothesis in the GSS



Total = 14 slides 12

A few GSS96 Variables

• acqntsex: had sex with acquaintance last year
• affrmact: favor preference in hiring Blacks
• amchrstn: how important to be a Christian
• amenglish: how important to be able to speak 

English
• attendr: frequency of attendance at religious 

services
• badbrks: most of my problems are due to bad 

breaks
• bible: feelings about the bible
• buspow: power of business and industry
• cappun: attitude toward capital punishment
• childben: children benefit from traditional family
• chldidel: ideal number of children
• class: subjective social class identification
• colcom: should communist teacher be fired
• colhomo: allow homosexual to teach
• colrac: allow a racist to teach
• conclerg: confidence in organized religion
•

• conlegis: confidence in Congress
• conpress: confidence in the press
• courts: courts dealing with criminals
• divlaw: divorce laws
• eatout: meal in a restaurant last week
• eqincome: government should redistribute the wealth
• evmhp: ever had a mental health problem
• fear: afraid to walk in neighborhood at night
• febear: can wife refuse to have children
• fehire: should hire and promote women
• feminist: think of yourself as a feminist
• fepres: vote for a woman for president
• govtpow: power of the federal government
• grass: should marijuana be legal
• gunlaw: favor or oppose gun permits
• happy: general happiness
• 
• 
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Next Time

• “The Ethics and 
Politics of Social 
Research”

• Read Chapter 18


