



Note:  Individual Instructors complete the asterisked (*) components of the syllabus.  ALL other components will be prescribed by University College, the Division Dean, or Course Custodian and must be included on each instructor’s syllabus as provided.

*TERM / YEAR / CAMPUS LOCATION 

Spring I   2009
Lacey, WA

	
	

	
	

	
	


COURSE NUMBER, TITLE and CREDITS

          LBSU 300  University College Foundations            3 credits

*INSTRUCTOR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Name:  Jim Maynor
Voice: 253-588-3603 (4020)
E-mail: maynor@chapman.edu; jmaynor@comcast.net
COURSE CUSTODIAN:
Dr. John Freed (Fairfield Campus)

voice: 707-863-4462
e-mail freed@chapman.edu
BULLETIN COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is required of all undergraduate degree seeking students at University College. It is a broadly defined mid-point integration of life, degree and career planning. It also provides an assessment of Chapman’s general education (liberal arts) core outcomes – including understanding of the various disciplines’ approaches to knowledge and the use of critical thinking/expressing, electronic research and student services resources and multi-media presentations. Its goal is to personalize a student’s education so that he or she may become a more independent and life-long learner.

PREREQUISITES

A minimum of 30 credits or permission of advisor

ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES: 

A Chapman e-mail account 

A web browser, MS Word and PDF reader

A CD ROM drive and speakers

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course students should be able to . . .

Reflect on their own career and / or life choices in writing;

Appreciate the range of understanding expected of a liberal arts based education;

Assess their own progress toward achieving these competencies;

Demonstrate their facility with various ways in which academic disciplines 

construct knowledge from the sciences to the arts;

Consider the ethical challenges of their specific chosen professions;

Learn how to use technology to assist with research and presentations and have real

experience with search engines such as www.google.com and e-communities; 

Develop proficiency in using the wide range of Chapman’s electronic library and student

 


services resources and be able to construct a detailed degree plan;

Understand college level writing standards – both across-the-curriculum and specific

 to upper level work in particular disciplines.

MAJOR STUDY UNITS  

1. Orientations to the liberal arts and degree, career and life goal planning

2. Critical thinking exercises and how we reliably acquire information from reporting, legal. literary and historical sources

3. Historical development of science and its relationship to religion and public policy

4. Constructing social scientific methodology

5. The balance of ethics and business

6. The purposes and functions of art

7. Cultural variations in ways of valuing, expressing and behaving

8. Conducting electronic research and student services resources available at Chapman and developing more effective expository writing

*INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

My teaching methodology is chiefly “inductive” – posing the significant questions for the start of a set of discussions, producing a wide-range of relevant [and hopefully intrinsically interesting] primary materials aided by student commentary through the “threaded discussions” as data to be drawn upon, and challenging students to arrive at their own supportable syntheses and answers through the many short writing assignments. 

I believe strongly in “discovery learning” -- that you only truly learn what you yourself discover. “Learn by doing” is squarely in the John Dewey, Jean Piaget and Jerome Bruner traditions. Learn science by acting like a scientist. Learn art by acting like an artist. And all students can access this type of learning whether they are in pre-school, college or graduate school.

The objective of this course is to confront us all with a wide range of real issues that replicate how knowledge is constructed. The ability to absorb, critique and construct new knowledge is my indicator of a truly educated person. I don’t believe that it is accidental that most of these people have had liberal arts based educations – the kind that you get at Chapman.

This course will be a trek for our little group over both familiar and unfamiliar ground.  All that I can guarantee is that it will be as rewarding to you as your investment in it.

REQUIRED TEXTS  

Anne Morrow Lindbergh, Gift from the Sea. Random House. any edition
Temple Grandin, Thinking in Pictures. Vintage Books, latest edition
Stephen Hawking, A Briefer History of Time, Bantam Books, latest edition
Viewing of films:  

Director Oliver Stone’s Wall Street
Director Niki Caro’s Whale Rider

Director Thomas Riedelsheimer’s Rivers and Tides (Andy Goldsworthy documentary)

NOTE: I recommend that you consider joining  Netflix at www.netflix.com to rent the DVD’s of these films. They will be delivered to your home or office.

E-texts on course attached documents:

Edward Albee, The Zoo Story (e-text)
John Freed, A Survivor’s Guide to College Writing (e-text)
Nicolo Machiavelli, The Prince  (e-text)
Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience (e-text)


Chapman On-Line Bookstore:  WWW.mbsdirect.net/chapman
RECOMMENDED TEXTS

Hardbound, college level dictionary

Hacker, Diana, A Pocket Style Manual. Bedford/St. Martin's 2003. 

 [For free on-line writing exercises go to the following website: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/index2.html]
*STUDENT PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS 

A. Everyone must do the first assignment below, and it must be submitted no later than the end of the second week of  the course.

1. Complete a preliminary degree/career planning exercise and write a minimum 


two page paper on Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s Gift from the Sea.
2. Write a minimum two page paper on the influence of public policy and scientific 


research with regard to either global warming or product safety testing. 


3. Write a minimum two page paper on Temple Grandin’s materials and autism.

4. Write a minimum two page paper on the film Wall Street.
5. Engage in the Art a Day “learning community” activity or write a 


minimum two page paper on the film Rivers and Tides.
6. Write a minimum of two page viewer-response paper on the film Whale Rider
7. Submit short electronic assignments for Week Eight and write a minimum two 


page paper on the topic “The Internet changes everything.”


8. Self-assess your inter-cultural literacy and liberal arts and writing competencies.
  
9. Write a minimum final six page paper on the ethical challenges of your 


chosen profession or career incorporating some graphic illustrations

Actively participate in discussions. 


*METHODS OF EVALUATION FOR DETERMINING FINAL GRADES
A. Everyone must do the first assignment below, and it must be submitted no later than the end of the second week of the course.

1. Complete a preliminary degree/career planning exercise and write a minimum 

two page paper on Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s Gift from the Sea 

15%

B. Complete the following assignments: 

2. Write a minimum two page paper on the influence of public policy and scientific 

research with regard to either global warming or related issue.
 

10%

3. Write a minimum two page paper on Temple Grandin’s materials and autism.
10%

4. Write a minimum two page paper on the film Wall Street.



10%

5. Engage in the Art a Day “learning community” activity or write a 

minimum two page paper on the film Rivers and Tides


10%

6. Write a minimum of two page viewer-response paper on the film Whale Rider
10%

7. Submit short electronic assignments for Week Eight and write a minimum two 

page paper on the topic “The Internet changes everything.”


10%

8. Self-assess your inter-cultural literacy and liberal arts competencies.
        ungraded
9. Write a minimum final four-five page paper on the ethical challenges of your 

chosen profession or career with an accompanying PowerPoint 
of your main points incorporating some graphic illustrations












17%

10. Actively participate in discussions. 





18%







         



100%

A 
=
93-100

A-
= 
90-92

B+
=
87-89

B
= 
84-86

B-
=
80-83

C+
=
77-79

C
=
74-76

C-
=
70-73

D+
=
67-69

D
=
64-66

D-
=
60-63

F
=
59 and below

*ATTENDANCE AND OTHER CLASS POLICIES

Class Attendance policies are determined by each instructor and shall be included on the course outline distributed during the first week of each class.  The university recommends as a minimal policy that students who are absent 20% of the course are in jeopardy of failing the course.
CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE ACADEMIC WRITING POLICIES

Specific writing standards differ from discipline to discipline, and learning to write persuasively in any genre is a complex process, both individual and social, that takes place over time with continued practice and guidance.  Nonetheless, Chapman University has identified some common assumptions and practices that apply to most academic writing done at the university level.  These generally understood elements are articulated here to help students see how they can best express their ideas effectively, regardless of their discipline or any particular writing assignment. 

Venues for writing include the widespread use of e-mail, electronic chat spaces and interactive blackboards.  Chapman University is committed to guaranteeing that students can expect all electronic communication to meet Federal and State regulations concerning harassment or other “hate” speech. Individual integrity and social decency require common courtesies and a mutual understanding that writing--in all its educational configurations--is an attempt to share information, knowledge, opinions and insights in fruitful ways.

Academic writing (as commonly understood in the university) always aims at correct Standard English grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

The following details are meant to give students accurate, useful, and practical assistance for writing across the curriculum of Chapman University College.  

Students can assume that successful collegiate writing will generally:  

· Delineate the relationships among writer, purpose and audience by means of a clear focus (thesis statements, hypotheses or instructor-posed questions are examples of such focusing methods, but are by no means the only ones) and a topic that’s managed and developed appropriately for the specific task. 

· Display a familiarity with and understanding of the particular discourse styles of the discipline and/or particular assignment.

· Demonstrate the analytical skills of the writer rather than just repeating what others have said by summarizing or paraphrasing

· Substantiate abstractions, judgments, and assertions with evidence specifically applicable for the occasion whether illustrations, quotations, or relevant data.

· Draw upon contextualized research whenever necessary, properly acknowledging the explicit work or intellectual property of others.

· Require more than one carefully proofread and documented draft, typed or computer printed unless otherwise specified.

DOCUMENTATION POLICIES
Any material not original to the student must be cited in a recognized documentation format (APA, ASA, MLA or Chicago-style) appropriate to the particular academic discipline.  For quick reference to documentation standards for various fields you may refer to: http://www1.chapman.edu/library/reference/styles.html.

 Deliberate use of information or material from outside sources without proper citation is considered plagiarism and can be grounds for disciplinary action.  See the explanation of Academic Integrity below.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

As a learning community of scholars, Chapman University emphasizes the ethical responsibility of all its members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith.  Students are responsible for doing their own work, and academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated. "Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or misrepresentation of information in oral or written form.  Such violations will be dealt with severely by the instructor, the dean/center director, and the standards committee.  Plagiarism means presenting someone else's idea or writing as if it were your own.  If you use someone else's idea or writing, be sure the source is clearly documented." Other guidelines for acceptable student behavior are specified in the Chapman University College Catalog.
CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

ACADEMIC WRITING GUIDE

Student’s Name________________________________ Instructor _______________________________

Paper Assignment ____________________________Course Title______________________________

 (Instructor: Read the entire paper through then reflect on its merits employing the following criteria. Our goal is to provide guidance to the student progressively in order to improve the quality of his or her writing.)

	Criteria 
	Comments
	N

S

W
	D

e

v
	W

D

	The writer demonstrates an understanding of the assignment by using a style, form and language that is appropriate for its intended audience.
	
	
	
	

	The writer has chosen a topic in accord with the assignment and limited it sufficiently to explore in depth in the space allotted.


	
	
	
	

	The paper focuses its presentation by means of a clear statement of purpose (thesis statement, hypothesis or instructor posed question.)

	
	
	
	

	The paragraphs are logically and organically arranged as sub-topics or sections of the paper’s main thesis statement, hypothesis or instructor posed question.


	
	
	
	

	The writer substantiates abstractions, judgments and assertions with specific illustrations, facts and evidence appropriate to the assignment and/or discipline.


	
	
	
	

	The writer has added to on-going discussions of the topic with his or her own critical analysis, rather than simply repeating what others have said through quotation-stacking, paraphrasing or summaries.


	
	
	
	

	The writer draws upon research whenever necessary to support critical analysis or assertions made and properly acknowledges the work of others by utilizing a standard documentation format acceptable for the course.


	
	
	
	

	The paper conforms to the minimal essentials of Standard American English grammar, word choice, spelling and punctuation. 


	
	
	
	


N S W = Needs Significant Work,  

D = Developing

WD = Well Developed

Overall Rating

	The writer meets the needs of the particular  audience and succeeds in his or her  intended purpose--honestly engaging the subject and establishing her or his authority by offering a persuasive and factually supportable analysis.


	Needs 

Significant               Developing              Well Developed

Work 

l------------------------------------------------------------------(

	Comments:




If this version of the paper is to receive a grade, the grade is_____.   Instructor__________ Date ______

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT STATEMENT

Any personal learning accommodations that may be needed by a student covered by the “Americans with Disabilities Act” must be made known to the instructor as soon as possible.  This is the student's responsibility. Information about services, academic modifications and documentation requirements can be obtained from the director of the Center for Academic Success at the Orange Campus at 714-997-6828 or from the director of a Chapman regional campus.

QUICK ACCESS TO THE ON-LINE CHAPMAN LIBRARY RESOURCES


http://www.chapman.edu/library/
*INSTRUCTOR’S WEEK BY WEEK SCHEDULE

(Please allow some flexibility in the dates and assignments listed below.  Some supplemental reading and writing tasks may be added as well.)  
Week #1 

Where are you going? Where have you been? : Orientations to the liberal arts, degree, career and life goal planning
a. Objectives for Week #1:

· Begin to recognize the value-added qualities of a “liberal arts” based college education

· Develop a preliminary degree and career planning guide

· Reflect on life planning goals in larger vocational terms in response to Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s Gift from the Sea
b. Threaded Discussion for Week # 1:

Introduce yourself and give some of your reasons for choosing Chapman to complete your degree. 

Also, if you had to pick just one area of your current expertise, what would you say it is?

c. Assignments for Week #1:

Read essays “Perspectives on the Value of Liberal-Arts Education” by Masoud Kheirabadi and “Practicing Liberal Education: Formative Themes in the Reinvention of Liberal Learning” by Carol G. Schneider
Fill out and submit the attached Preliminary Planning Exercise.

Read Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s book Gift from the Sea.

In a minimum two page paper compare your personal goals and objectives to those related by Anne Morrow Lindbergh in her book Gift from the Sea.  Alsobrieflyexplain who Anne Morrow Lindbergh was.

Week #2

Facts to Judgments and the Spin Cycle of Rhetoric
a. Objectives for Week #2

· Explore the elements that constitute credibility

· Develop observation and listening skills

· Employ facts that support judgments in the Zoo Story / Police Incident Report Exercise

· Critically consider the rhetorical contexts of various legal, reporting and historical positions

b. Threaded Discussion for Week # 2 

Do you trust mainstream media to deliver accurate, unbiased news reports?

Does a country’s public education system tend to “whitewash” its own history for presentation to its students?

In other words what establishes a credible authority for you to determine what is going on currently or what went on in the past?

c. Assignments for Week #2:

Read the one act play Zoo Story under Reading 3 to the left.

Fill in the police report entitled “Police Incident Report for Week Two's Assignment.doc”

located in Doc Sharing thus answering the following questions: Was a crime committed? Who would you charge with it based exclusively on the factual evidence and “eyewitness” account (assuming that you are the eyewitness of the events that occurred)? Do you believe that Peter, because of who he is, would ever be prosecuted for the “crime?”  If not, why not?

Week #3

Scientific Method, Faith and Public Policy
a. Objectives for Week #3:

· Know what the scientific method consists of

· Explore the historical development of Western scientific method’s pursuit of more objective truth

· Reflect on the opposition to some of this development by various religious authorities

· Use the current scientific debates concerning nutritional advice and product safety testing as case studies for analyzing scientific data and the proper relationship between scientists and public policy makers or industrialists

b. Threaded Discussion for Week #3:

Give your response  to the two questions below:

1. Read Stephen Hawkings’ book “A Briefer History of Time” and pretend you are a scientific expert brought to a School Board Meeting  to answer the question: “Should ‘Intelligent Design’ or ‘Creationism’ be taught in public schools as part of state mandated standards for science education?”

NOTE:  For other basic background you can read the article “Introduction to the Scientific Method” Intro to Scientific Method.doc and view the Fordham University Powerpoint introduction to the Scientific Method scientific method.fordham university.ppt (both in Doc Sharing) and/or Reference the recent debates at the Kansas State Board of Education and various local school boards around the country.

2. Should public policy makers or religious leaders have any influence on the work of the scientific community?

c. Assignments for Week #3:

Write a minimum two page paper on an important issue being debated in the scientific community.
Week #4

The Case of Autism in America : Constructing Social Scientific Method

a. Objectives for Week #4

· Use autism in America as a case study to explore the challenges of social science research

· Review social science methodology and construct a testable hypothesis of a possible cause for autism t

· Read Temple Grandin’s book Thinking in Pictures to raise consciousness about “ableism” and as a demonstration of a scientist who utilizes the scientific method to solve problems

b. Threaded Discussion for Week #4

Using the Internet as a resource answer the following three questions: 

1. Has there been an epidemic of autism in America over the last ten years? 

2. If there has been, what might be causing it? 

3. Based on this information construct a testable hypothesis for a possible cause for the increase in incidents of autism in the United States. Also suggest a “null” hypothesis to match your suggested hypothesis and include it as part of your contribution to this week’s discussion assignment. 

[NOTE: For further information about “null” hypotheses, consult the following website: http://www.cas.lancs.ac.uk/glossary_v1.1/hyptest.html.]

c. Assignments for Week #4

Read Temple Grandin’s book Thinking in Pictures as a case study on both autism and scientific thinking and the Harvard interview of Temple Grandin at http://hcs.harvard.edu/~husn/BRAIN/vol7-spring2000/grandin.htm and an autism article by her at http://www.autism.org/temple/visual.html.

In a minimum two page paper explain specifically how reading Grandin’s material raised your consciousness about autism and your understanding of using the scientific method to answer questions.

Week #5:

The Delicate Balance: Business and Ethics
a. Objectives for Week #5

· Confront the interplay of business and ethics using the film “Wall Street” as a case study.

· Contextualize this analysis by considering the positions of Thoreau in “Civil Disobedience” and Machiavelli in “The Prince.”

· Apply the issues by students writing a paper on the ethical challenges of their chosen professions.

b. Threaded Discussion for Week #5 

Quote for the Week: “I’m going to do everything I need to do for these artists [Missy Eliott, Trick Daddy, Fabolous and Twista]. . . . I will kill, maim, rape and pillage for them.” Julie Greenwald, newly named president of Atlantic Records.” 

Comment on this quotation and explore why there might be a tension between the terms “business” and “ethics.”

c. Assignments for Week #5

View Oliver Stone’s film “Wall Street.” 

In a minimum two page paper discuss the film’s ethical questions in terms of yourself, Thoreau and Machiavelli. What would you have done if you had been in Charlie Sheen’s place? Imaginatively project Thoreau and Machiavelli in his place. What would each have done? In either case do you think that they would have acted in a strictly “legal” manner?

LOOKING AHEAD AND PLANNING AHEAD: YOUR FINAL PAPER

For the FINAL PAPER in LBSU 300, to be submitted by the end of week nine:

In a minimum of five pages respond to the following question:

“What do you foresee are the ethical challenges in your intended profession or career, and how do you intend to deal with them?” NOTE: You will certainly need to do some investigating here possibly even interviewing someone who is a practitioner in that field.

Try to incorporate very specific examples – and also graphic illustrations, if possible – in your paper.  Please submit your paper  formatted in the APA American Psychological Association) style with a separate title page and reference page citing all references used.  For guidance on APA Formatting, please see the APA Crib Sheet in Doc Sharing.

Also, produce and submit in “Doc Sharing” (or present to your on-ground class) a PowerPoint presentation that summarizes the main points of your paper and that incorporates graphics and electronic resources (links to information pertaining to your paper).
Week #6

Why Art? : The Care and Feeding of the Imagination

a. Objectives for Week #6:

· Consider the function of art in a society and appreciate a number of works of art and literature (especially poetry by women writers)

· Consider the function of art for an individual and the process of its creation in the documentary film about Andy Goldsworthy Rivers and Tides

· Assess the role of community in the creation of visual art in the Art a Day project

· Understand the differences between “analysis” of data and “interpretation” of meaning.

b. Threaded Discussion for Week #6:

Read over the table of contents of Penguin Book’s 100 Greatest Poets. [attached]. You could also scan the table of contents of such standard art history books as Janson’s History of Art.. 

Why do you suppose women writers and visual artists make up such a small percentage of the “greats”? 

Post a poem written by a woman poet that you like for our “New World Order” class anthology.

c. Assignment for Week #6:

Choose one of the following:

1. Watch the documentary film about Andy Goldsworthy Rivers and Tides directed by Thomas Riedelsheimer and write a minimum two page paper explaining how art and imagination seem to function in Andy Goldsworthy’s life and how they might function in your own.

or

2. Read through the thirty-one entries in the Art a Day project and virtually join this artistic e-community by adding your own response to the end of each discussion. The separate entries are PDF files in the “Doc Sharing” section above and identified by each artist’s name. Your thirty-one short responses can be put together in a single Word document. 

Week # 7

Inter-Cultural Literacy : Cultural Variations in Ways of Valuing, Expressing and Behaving

a. Objectives for Week #7:

· Recognize cultural variations in valuing, expressing and behaving

· Learn about other cultural perspectives through watching the Maori / New Zealand film Whale Rider.

b. Threaded Discussion for Week #7:

A college educated person with a little research should be able to answer the following inter-cultural questions based on the stories mentioned in the Lecture Notes. Why are cows protected in India by “Cow Laws” seemingly more than Untouchables? What do Moslems have against beauty pageants and why is it dangerous to make even a casually lighthearted reference to the Prophet Mohammed? Why should the average citizen in the People’s Republic of China in 2005 care about the content of a textbook taught in Japan?

What are your answers?

c. Assignments for Week #7:

View Niki Caro’s Maori/New Zealand film Whale Rider.

Write a minimum two page viewer-response paper about the affect the film had on you and what you learned about a culture other than your own. At the end of the paper I’d like you to speculate on the very specific changes that you would need to make if you wanted to remake this film but set it in the United States.

Week #8

Being Media Savvy in the Brave New World of Technology : The Internet Changes Everything
a. Objectives for Week #8:

· Introduce the wide variety of technology based resources currently available

· Utilize the electronic library and student service resources available at Chapman

· Demonstrate some of the power of the internet

· Reconsider “writing as a medium” grading a paper using the academic writing rubric and the “Survivor’s Guide to College Writing”

b. Threaded Discussion for Week #8:

Read “A Survivor’s Guide to College Writing” by John Freed [located in Doc Sharing] and play writing teacher by grading The Unethics of Bottled Water.rev1.doc using the University College Academic Writing Rubric.  Justify your grade in the threaded discussion.

c. Assignments for Week #8:

In a minimum two page paper support the statement, “The Internet changes everything,” by citing very specific examples. Is there anything that you feel is safely beyond the internet’s reach?

Choose five dynamite web-sites and forward the URL’s to the class via our Webliography.

Use Chapman’s Webadvisor to perform a degree audit for yourself [i.e. Program Evaluation] www.chapman.edu/RegOffice/OC/webAdvisor.asp. E-mail me a copy at freed@chapman.edu.
Week #9

Ethical Challenges of Your Chosen Profession and Cultural Literacy Assessments
a. Objectives for Week #9

· Focus responses to the threaded discussions on the ethical challenges of your chosen profession.

· Assess the state of your development as a college educated, culturally literate person.

b. Threaded Discussion for Week #9

Take a self evaluation of your cultural literacy at Edward Hirsch’s website : www.bartleby.com/59.

Is knowing all of this information a reasonable or unreasonable expectation for a college educated person? 

What should a college educated person be expected to know about his or her own culture and world cultures? 

c. Assignments for Week #9

For the FINAL PAPER in LBSU 300, to be submitted by the end of Week Nine:

In a minimum of five pages respond to the following question:

“What do you foresee are the ethical challenges in your intended profession or career, and how do you intend to deal with them?” NOTE: You will certainly need to do some investigating here possibly even interviewing someone who is a practitioner in that field.

Try to incorporate very specific examples – and also graphic illustrations, if possible – in your paper.  Please submit your paper  formatted in the APA American Psychological Association) style with a separate title page and reference page citing all references used.  For guidance on APA Formatting, please see the APA Crib Sheet in Doc Sharing.

Also, produce and submit in “Doc Sharing” (or present to your on-ground class) a PowerPoint presentation that summarizes the main points of your paper and that incorporates graphics and electronic resources (links to information pertaining
Course Syllabus








