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Sociology of Deviant Behavior
Catalog Description:

Prerequisites, none.  Reviews social factors surrounding the criminal justice system's distinction between behaviors which are "socially unacceptable but not illegal."  The amount, distribution and pattern of behaviors considered "deviant," including law breakers, misfits, mentally ill, and sexual disfunctionals.  Discussions will also probe the relationship between political attitudes, values, social change and the criminal justice systems response to "deviant" individuals, study of norms, values and group processes in the labeling and defining of deviant behavior.3 credits.

Restrictions:

None.

Course Objectives:

This course will explore the concept of "deviance" as major perspectives in the area will be discussed and analyzed and will include works of both theoretical and empirical content.  The course will progress from general theoretical viewpoints in the field of social deviance to the relationship between deviance, crime and crime control, and an understanding of specific behaviors which are considered deviant.

Required Texts:

Goode, Erich.  Deviant Behavior, 3rd ed.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 1990.

Pontell, Henry N., ed.  Social Deviance:  Readings in Theory and Research.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1993.

Essential Facility:

None.
Major Study Units:

1.
An Introduction to the Sociology of Deviance

2.
Theories of Social Deviance



A)  Symbolic Interactionism/Labeling



B)  Functionalism



C)  Anomie



D)  Conflict



E)  Learning



F)  Mental Illness



G)  Sexual Deviance



H)  Common Crime



I)  White Collar Crime

Instructional Strategies:
1.

Lectures will be given from time to time.  Also guest lectures.

2.
Seminar discussions (10 in a group) will happen regularly each being lead by two 

students.

3.
Small group team projects will be assigned (5 in a group) and presented to the entire 

class.

4. Besides the readings, numerous field-experiments exploring the dimensions of deviance will also be assigned.

5.
All students will keep a journal of their personal discoveries that occur during their 

seminars, team projects and individual field experiments.
Methods of Evaluation:

Quizzes (2)

Two Midterms

Research Paper  (6-8 pages)

Final Exam

Additional Requirements:

Additional reading assignments and a longer written report are required for graduate credit than for credit under 420.
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