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About Elias Canetti
In his autobiography, The Tongue Set Free, the Nobel-prize winning author, Elias Canetti (1905-94) shows us how
difficult it is for an exiled writer to find his own tongue, a language in which he can be at home. Born in Bulgaria, he
spoke Ladino with his Jewish Sephardic parents, Romanian to the servants, and overheard his parents speaking their
secret language, German, which they had acquired in the Vienna of their youth. When the family moved to Manchester,
England, he became fluent in English. After his father’s untimely death, he moved to Vienna with his mother and she
made him learn German overnight. Austrian-German was to remain the language in which Canetti wrote after he had
to flee to England. Which, then, was his “native” language? And how does the exile find his “true” roots? These
questions are the subject of Dr. Perloff’s lecture.
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